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Deputy Headteacher’'s Welcome

Dear Parents,

We are excited to share with you our reviewed curriculum offer for option choices to commence
in 2024. At BIS we are committed to supporting students to become reflective and responsible
global citizens, who possess the skills to thrive in a 21st century global context.

Our curriculum is built on the British tradition of academic excellence with a clear focus on
international- mindedness and developing the whole student. Globally, we are in a period where
technological development is moving forward at such a pace, that we are currently preparing
students for jobs that don't yet exist, using technologies that haven't been invented, in order to
solve problems, we don't even know are problems yet.

In order to fully prepare our Key Stage 4 students and ensure they leave BIS with appropriate
skills for the future, that will set them apart, we are committed to provide a Key Stage 4
curriculum, which is built to offer our students a balanced, broad subject offer. One that enables
rich opportunities to learn languages, deepen knowledge of the world, experience a vibrant
sporting programme, expand student creativity and provides a strong foundation on which to
commence the next phase of their education. It is our belief that all students should have the
chance of participating in opportunities that allow them to flourish and expand their potential,
both in and out of the classroom.

Alongside our formal curriculum, we offer a rich, vibrant extra-curricular activity programme. This
allows our students to explore their abilities in activities such as Model United Nations,
international sporting competitions and the visual arts. Our Duke of Edinburgh International
Award is delivered each year with huge success and BIS Hanoi is the only school in Vietnam to
offer the gold award level.

In order to fully prepare students for academic excellence we take the preparation of formal
examinations seriously. We build into our curriculum assessment opportunities that are timely,
rigorous and prepare each student for their final exams at the end of Year 11 and embed skills
which transfer into the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. With successful
completion of the IBDP, the majority of our students will continue their studies in universities all
over the world, including North America, the United Kingdom, continental Europe, Korea and
Hong Kong.

We wish your child an excellent journey through BIS Hanoi and should you have any queries
regarding the academic aspect of your son/daughter’s school-life please do not hesitate to get
in touch.

Stephanie Miller
Deputy Headteacher- Secondary



Options Process Overview

Selecting options subjects can seem like a daunting prospect for students and one that should
be well considered. We understand this and have put together a robust programme to
support them with their decision making. Below is an overview of the sessions that will take
place both leading up to and following the options deadline.

Tuesday 19*" September Introduction to the options process.

2023

Thursday 5" October Options evening 5.00-6.45pm. An opportunity for parents
2023 to learn more information about the options process.

Additional time for students taking place during the

th
;‘g;;day 107 October Wellbeing lesson to ask further questions and seek
guidance.
November- December Options evaluation meetings led by Ms Miller and Ms
2023 MacDonald.

Points to Consider

Enjoyment: Choose subjects you think you will enjoy. This means researching content closely
and asking teachers and others who know you well for advice.

Aptitude: Choose subjects which you think you will be good at - you will be more likely to
enjoy them as well. Think about why you might enjoy particular subjects and how committed
you feel — e.g., IGCSE Drama: have you enjoyed performing previously? Do you like working
collaboratively? Are you committed enough to rehearse for IGCSE performance work in the
evenings and maybe at weekends?

Prospects: Think seriously about future ambitions. If you already have a university course in
mind, check entry requirements for specific courses at university and work back from there.

Balance: If you have no idea what you want to do in the future make sure that your options
provide a broad and balanced programme.

Independence: Don't choose on the basis of what friends are doing or on the basis of favourite
teachers. Make your own decisions.



Core Subjects Overview

The core subjects provide foundational knowledge and skills that can be applied across our full
Key Stage Four curriculum. The core subjects are not just indicators of academic ability, but
alongside our foundation and option subjects are integral part of our daily life.

For the core courses the teachers, alongside school leadership will use baseline assessments
taken both in formal assessment and through class activities to determine the right core
pathway for your young person.

IGCSE Mathematics & IGCSE Extended
Mathematics

IGCSE Biology, IGCSE Chemistry & IGCSE
: Physics

IGCSE English- Second Language




IGCSE English Literature (0475)

Introduction

The IGCSE Literature course gives you the opportunity to study and enjoy poetry, prose,
and drama from around the world. It's a challenging but rewarding course that gives
students lifelong skills plus the chance to read about different ideas, cultures, and issues
across the globe. Students will develop their own thoughts about the texts studied and
learn how to share that engaged personal response in their writing.

Aims

The aims of the course are to develop skills in four main areas. Students will develop the
ability to:

- Read, interpret and evaluate different texts of different genres, written in different
times and contexts;

- Create an understanding of literal and implied meaning;

- Learn about how writers use English to create different techniques;

- Construct and write an analytical, engaged, and informed response to what they
read.

Course Overview

Paper 1 (poetry): Ted Hughes selected Paper 3 A Streetcar Named Desire
poems

Exam practice: Paper 1and 3.
Introduction to skills for Paper 4 (unseen
poetry) Additional Paper 4 practice.

Paper 1: Novel study

Summative Assessments

Paper 1: Prose and Poetry Examination 1 hour 15 50%

Paper 3: Drama (open

Examination 45 minutes 25%
book)

Paper 4: Unseen Examination 1 hour 15 25%




T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

In this course students will learn how to analyse all three genres for literal and implied
meanings, how to construct a thesis statement/essay and how to effectively use textual
evidence in their responses. The examination texts are chosen from around the world and
thus prepare students for the global focus of study at IBDP. The invaluable skills students
will develop will prepare them for an IB pathway to either Language A: Language and
Literature or English Language B.

Students will learn and practise for the IGCSE Literature examination but more than this,
we would like to develop a love of literature and the pleasure of reading independently.
By nurturing an enjoyment of reading and an interest in all genres of literature, at BIS
Hanoi we would like our students, to have the opportunity to become to become lifelong
readers.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

By studying Literature at IGCSE level, students will be developing written and analytical
essay writing skills. The ability to analyse, organise ideas, plan an essay and construct a
cohesive written response will be invaluable for life at university and beyond. Studying
literature prepares young people for many careers, including teaching, journalism, law
and marketing.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Link to Cambridge Syllabus
The British Library - The British Library (bl.uk)
A Streetcar Named Desire



https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/596436-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf
https://www.bl.uk/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/A-Streetcar-Named-Desire-play

Introduction

IGCSE First Language is designed for experienced learners of English, who have already
developed a good degree of competence in the language. Students are asked to read and
write a range of non-fiction texts, as well as developing their speaking and listening skills.
It represents the natural progression towards the language aspect of the IBDP English A
Language and Literature course.

Aims

The aims of the course are to provide students with a broad range of English Language
processing skills. Students will be able to perform a range of complex tasks using a variety
of non-fiction texts. Students will also be able to create texts which adhere to the
conventions of selected contexts, adjusting language for audience and purpose.

These skills include being able to:

- Read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding, enjoying and
appreciating a variety of language;

- Read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide reading to informm and
improve their own writing write accurately and effectively, using Standard English
appropriately;

- Work with information and with ideas in language by developing skills of
evaluation, analysis, use and inference;

- Listen to, understand, and use spoken language effectively;

- Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of
grammatical terminology and linguistic conventions.

Students will also develop both their speaking and their listening skills. This will include
delivering a presentation, as well as responding to questions and engaging in
conversations.

Course Overview

Term 1- Paper 2 Composition. Term 1- Paper 2 Directed Writing
Structuring descriptive and narrative texts Extended Response to reading
Skills for descriptive & narrative writing Understanding implicit and explicit details

Conventions of different text types
Term 2- Paper 1 Reading

Summary writing skills Term 2
Language analysis and interpretation Review
Term 3 — Paper 1 Reading Throughout: Speaking and listening skills

Extended Response to reading
Understanding implicit and explicit details
Conventions of different text types



Summative Assessments

Paper 1 Reading 2 Hours 50%
Paper 2 Directed Writing 2 Hours 50%
Speaking & Listening Oral Exam 10-12 minutes Separately Endorsed

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

Students will produce and receive feedback on a range of written texts during the course,
all of which feature in the IBDP English A Language & Literature syllabus. Students will
refine their analytical skills through debate, Harkness lessons and character-based
speaking activities. Through the production of a broad range of text types, students will
refine their understanding register and nuanced language choices. They will also have the
opportunity to develop and practice their skills in reading or explicit and implicit meaning.
Students will also be familiar with a range of professional writing styles, and the
conventions required for these different contexts.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

By studying language at IGCSE level, students will be developing written and analytical
essay writing skKills in readiness for life beyond school. The ability to analyse, organise
ideas, plan an essay and construct a cohesive written response will be invaluable for life at
university and beyond. Studying language prepares students for many careers, including
teaching, journalism, law, the business world, travel/hospitality and marketing.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Link to Cambridge Syllabus
https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.theguardian.com



https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/635230-2024-2026-syllabus.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.theguardian.com/

IGCSE English Second Language (05T11)

Introduction

IGCSE English as a Second Language is designed for students in the acquisition phase of
their English development. The course helps students develop skills for understanding
and communicating in a range of situations in English. This includes being able to
understand written and spoken texts plus select relevant information. Learners develop
the linguistic skills required for progression to further studies such as IBDP English B
through being able to communicate clearly in writing and speaking.

Aims

The aims of the course are to:

- Develop student’s ability to use English effectively for the purpose of practical
communication;

- Develop student’'s awareness of their own language development and language-
learning skills;

- Develop student’s English skills to support attainment in other areas of the
curriculum;

- Support student’s language development and enjoyment.

The IGCSE English as a Second Language offers students the opportunity to develop
practical communication skills in reading, writing, listening and speaking. Students are
presented with a variety of texts that will build up their skills in reading and writing. They
will learn to select relevant details, understand the difference between what is directly
stated and implied, and practise writing for different purposes and audiences.

Students will explore a range of authentic spoken texts, in order to develop
comprehensive listening skills. Learners will engage in conversations on a variety of topics
and develop their skills in responding to different situations and audiences with a degree
of accuracy and clarity. Students of English as a Second Language will aim to become
independent users of English.

Course Overview

Reading & Writing Text Type conventions
Comprehension Listening & speaking skills
Summary Writing Reading for explicit and implicit meaning

Informal email writing
Listening skills
Article Writing
Speaking Skills

Summative Assessments

Paper 1 Reading & Writing 2 Hours 50%

Paper 2 Listening 50 Minutes 25%



Paper 3 Speaking 10-15 Minutes 25%

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

Students will use a range of approaches and methods to develop the skills neccesary to
succeed in this course. Students will explore a wide variety of authentic text types in text,
audio and video. They will have the opportunity to produce and receive feedback on a
wide range of personal and professional texts.

Students will develop their speaking and listening skills through various approaches such
as presentation, debate, character based speaking, as well as developing their
communication skills through collaborative tasks. Students will have the opportunity to
develop their reading and speaking skills through interacting with a broad range of
authentic texts.

The components of this English as a Second Language course align with the components
of the IBDP English B course. Becoming familiar with how to produce different text types,
interact with authentic written and audio texts and speaking assessments, all provide
excellent preparation for the IBDP English B course.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

The English as a Second Language course is a language acquisition course designhed to
develop students receptive and productive English. Having completed the course,
students will be able to decode more complex personal and professional texts and be able
to produce coherent and accurate texts suitable for a wide range of contexts. Students
will also have developed their confidence and proficiency in both conversing and
presenting in English. The course will also help students to access the content in other
IGCSE subjects as a result of the skills developed during the course. Students will also be
prepared for further education and careers where proficiency in English is required.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Link to Cambridge Syllabus
https://www.esleschool.com/cambridge-igcse-esl-exam-practice/
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/skills

Listening practice



https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/556906-2022-2023-syllabus.pdf
https://www.esleschool.com/cambridge-igcse-esl-exam-practice/
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/skills
https://www.esl-lab.com/academic-english/

Introduction

The IGCSE Mathematics course supports students in building competency, fluency and
understanding in their use of techniques and mathematical understanding. The course
helps learners develop a feel for quantity, patterns, and relationships. Learners develop
their reasoning, problem solving and analytical skills in a variety and real like concepts.

There are two pathways to qualification. Students on the core pathway sit papers1and 3
and are eligible for grades C-G. Students on the extended pathway sit papers 2 and 4 and
are eligible for grades A*-E. Regardless of pathway, students should have access to a
scientific calculator for both exam papers.

The course is broadly split into four main content areas: number, algebra, shape and
space, probability and statistics.

Aims

At BIS Hanoi, our aim is to help students develop the skills and techniques necessary to
allow them to tackle complex problems. Maths is a highly hierarchical subject, and by
acquiring fluency in fundamentals, students will then have sufficient working memory to
think more deeply about problem solving, as opposed to processes.

Alongside this aim, we want our students to develop an interest and enjoyment of the
subject. Aligning with the ethos of the IBDP, we endeavour to promote and develop a
curious and resilient approach to mathematics. Developing skills is the first step towards
mastery but knowing how and when to apply them is a more advanced skill. Using
puzzles and projects, we hope to teach our students the value in failure and the benefits
of understanding why a given approach may lead to a dead end. Mistakes are the portals
of discovery.

To conclude, we want to prepare our students for the present, but also the future. By
nurturing an enjoyment and fascination of the beauty of mathematics, alongside a focus
on key fundamentals, at BIS Hanoi we are giving our young pupils the opportunity to
become lifelong learners and lead the next generation of problem solvers.

Course Overview

Number skills Perimeter, area, and volume
Pythagoras and Trigonometry Congruence and similarity
Standard form and index laws Functions

Equation solving Inequalities

Angles Further statistics

Statistics Transformations

Probability Further functions (graphs)
Sets Differentiation

Ratio and proportion Trigonometric graphs
Sequences Vectors

Straight line graphs
Rounding and bounds
Circle Theorems



Summative Assessments

Paper1 Short-answer o
(Core) questions Uit =
(Ez?epnedrez d) SZOJZ;?;:\;H 1 hour 30 minutes 35%
P(?:pgfer)Z Structured questions 2 hours 65%
Paper 4
(Extended) Structured questions 2 hours 30 minutes 65%

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

Within the department, we use a variety of teaching methods to help students reach their
potential. Although a more traditional approach (independent practice, rote learning)
certainly has its place and is an effective means to consolidate content, we believe that it
can be less effective in developing the range of skills that students need for the IBDP.
Therefore, alongside formal unit testing we also give students the opportunity to work in
groups on more open-ended problems, which can be solved in a variety of ways
(including the use of technology). This helps to reinforce the “ways of
being/thinking/doing” approach introduced at KS3, helping to ameliorate the tendency
towards passive learning that can arise from a solely didactic, directive approach.

Staff within the department also use a variety of questioning techniques to help create
additional depth and challenge to differentiate within lessons. Changing parameters of
the question helps to develop a deeper structural understanding of a problem, which is
far more valuable than an individual solution.

Major checkpoints are in place throughout years 10 and 11. Although they have formative
value (giving students explicit feedback on which areas they can improve), they also
provide student and teacher with summative data about the progress of individual
students and the grade towards which they are tracking.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

Applying mathematical techniques to solve complex problems
Reviewing, redrafting and refining solutions — developing a reflective mindset
Variety in approach of task — Independent vs group work. Written vs verbal solutions

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Link to Cambridge Syllabus

https://www.drfrostmaths.com/

Home - Kognity

NRICH - Mathematics Resources for Teachers, Parents and Students to Enrich Learning
(maths.org)



https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-mathematics-0580/
https://www.drfrostmaths.com/
https://kognity.com/
https://nrich.maths.org/
https://nrich.maths.org/

Introduction

The Additional Mathematics course begins in Term 3 of Year 10. The highest achieving
students in Mathematics in Year 9 are invited to join the Accelerated IGCSE Mathematics
class, aiming to complete IGCSE Mathematics in one year, sitting the final examinations in
either May of Year 10 or October of Year 11. After which, students begin the study of IGCSE
Additional Mathematics, a course that explores certain disciplines, notably Algebra and
Calculus, in much greater depth, helping to prepare students for advanced further
mathematical study.

Aims

To further develop an appreciation for and understanding of pure mathematics, and to
gain insight into the development of mathematical thought. To explore new areas of
mathematics and consolidate previously explored areas with a deeper understanding.

To nurture a life-long love of learning mathematical processes, and to help prepare for
mathematical studies beyond Key Stage 4.

Course Overview

The entire IGCSE Mathematics (Extended) Permutations, combinations and the
curriculum (see previous pages) followed by: Binomial Theorem

Functions Sequences and Series

Simultaneous equations and Quadratics Indices and surds

Polynomials Logarithmic and exponential functions
Inequalities and graphs Coordinate geometry

Circular measure and Trigonometry
Differentiation and Integration, including
Kinematics

Vectors

Summative Assessments

Paper 1 Examination-
scientific calculators 2 hours 50%

80 marks are required

Paper 2 Examination-
scientific calculators 2 hours 50%

80 marks are required

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

There is a greater focus on collaborative work, especially when either exploring new
concepts or revising for final exams. Many opportunities for teamwork, cooperative work,
competitive work, as well as independent work can be explored. Several different
teaching and learning platforms can be used, from the wall mounted whiteboards to
exploration of graphs on Desmos.




Developing Skills for the Future/Career

IGCSE Additional Mathematics expands the number of ways in which students can
explore their problem-solving abilities as well as different forms of mathematical
communication. By focusing on both graphing representation of functions and vector
geometry, students are exposed to the different ways similar concepts can be described
or explored (which links nicely with Theory of Knowledge in the Core of the International
Baccalaureate IBDP).

IGCSE Additional Mathematics is a useful (though non-essential) pathway to studying
IBDP Mathematics at Higher Level, in particular, Analysis and Approaches. It allows
students to explore areas such as vector geometry in further detail, or new areas such as
integral calculus, which they would only otherwise encounter in the sixth form.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Link to Cambridge Syllabus

www.desmos.com

https://www.drfrostmaths.com/

NRICH - Mathematics Resources for Teachers, Parents and Students to Enrich Learning

(maths.orq)

Textbook: Cambridge IGCSE Additional Mathematics Coursebook (second edition), Sue
Pemberton, Cambridge University Press

I

.&



https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/597045-2023-2024-syllabus.pdf
http://www.desmos.com/
https://www.drfrostmaths.com/
https://nrich.maths.org/
https://nrich.maths.org/

Introduction

IGCSE Coordinated Science provides students with the opportunity to study Biology,
Chemistry and Physics within a cross-referenced and scientifically coherent syllabus. It is a
double award qualification, earning two IGCSE grades. Most students will take IGCSE
Coordinated Science and they will gain an understanding of the basic principles of each
subject through a mix of theoretical and practical studies.

Aims

The aims of the IGCSE Coordinated Science syllabus are:
- To allow students to develop the scientific skills needed for further study
- To learn how science is studied and practiced
- To understand the technological world we live in
- To take an informed interest in science and scientific developments

Course Overview

IGCSE Coordinated Science includes topics from the three disciplines of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics that are then combined to be examined together in the
summative assessments in year 11.

IGCSE Coordinated Science builds on the curriculum covered in Year 9 that has provided a
foundation for the qualification.

The following topics are covered in the Year 9 curriculum and will be reviewed throughout
Year 10 and 11:

Motion, Forces and Energy

Particulate Nature of Matter; Experimental Techniques; Energy changes; Physical and
chemical changes, Acids, Bases and Salts

Cells; Movement into and out of cells, Respiration and Gas Exchange; Biological molecules
and Enzymes

Living organisms, Plant and animal Coordination and Response, Drugs,
nutrition, Transport, Diseases and immunity, Reproduction, Inheritance, Variation and
Gas exchange in Humans Selection, Organisms and their

environment, Ecosystems
Atoms, Elements and Compounds, Periodic
table, Rates of reactions and Redox, Metals, Organic Chemistry, Stoichiometry,
Chemistry of the environment Electricity

Thermal Physics, Waves, Electricity Magnetism, Nuclear Physics,



Summative Assessment

Assessment Type | Duration | % of Overall Grade

A multiple-choice
paper consisting of 40
items of the four-
choice type.

A written paper
consisting of short-
answer and structured
guestions.

Paper 2 45 minutes 30%

Paper 4 2 hours 50%

Paper 6 Alternative to practical  1hour 30 minutes 20%

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

Throughout the IGCSE Coordinated Science course students will be assessed at the end of
each unit in the form of an end of unit assessment made up of past exam questions.

Students will also be assessed on their ability to inquire through practical investigations
and research activities. This allows students to develop skills needed for further studies in
IBDP science subjects.

Teachers will use a variety of teaching and learning techniques to ensure that students
can not only acquire scientific knowledge but most importantly apply their knowledge to
a variety of contexts.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

Practical skills
Inquiring and researching
Application of knowledge to problem solving

Useful resources (links to Specification/books/websites)

Kognity
Seneca Learning
Link to Cambridge Svllabus

!
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https://kognity.com/
https://app.senecalearning.com/courses
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/664572-2025-2027-syllabus.pdf

Introduction

The IGCSE Triple Science pathway gives students the opportunity to study Biology,
Chemistry and Physics as separate IGCSE qualifications resulting in three separate IGCSE
grades being awarded. Triple Science is a challenging combination of courses and science
teachers will use a range of methods to decide if this pathway is appropriate for each
student, alongside discussions with parents. Students will gain an understanding of the
principles of each subject in depth through a mix of theoretical and practical studies.

Aims

The aims of the IGCSE Triple Science pathway are:
- To allow students to study science subjects in depth and expand on syllabus areas
to solve problems
- To allow students to develop the scientific skills needed for further study
- To learn how science is studied and practiced
- To understand the technological world we live in
- To take an informed interest in science and scientific developments

Course Overview

Similarly to the IGCSE Coordinated Science syllabus, students will build upon their prior
knowledge from Year 9.

The following topics are covered in the Year 9 curriculum and will be reviewed throughout
Year 10 and T

Motion, Forces and Energy

Particulate Nature of Matter; Experimental Techniques; Energy changes; Physical and
chemical changes, Acids, Bases and Salts

Cells; Movement into and out of cells, Respiration and Gas Exchange; Biological molecules
and Enzymes

They will then study topics in each science included in the table below. May of the topics
are similar to the topics studied in IGCSE Coordinated Science, however Triple Science will
have greater depth.

Living organisms, Plant and Coordination and Response, Drugs,

Biolo animal nutrition, Transport, Reproduction, Inheritance,
gy Diseases and immunity, Gas Variation and Selection, Organisms
exchange in Humans and their environment, Ecosystems
Atoms, Elements and Compounds,
Chemistr Periodic table, Rates of reactions Organic Chemistry, Stoichiometry,
Y and Redox, Metals, Chemistry of Electricity
the environment
Physics Thermal Physics, Waves, Electricity Electromagnetic effects, Atomic

and Magnetism Physics, Space Physics



Summative Assessments

Paper 2

. , . .
(Biology/Chemistry/Physics) Multiple Choice 45 minutes 30%
Paper 4 ‘ .
(Biology/Chemistry/Physics) Theory 1 hour 15 minutes 50%
Paper 6 Alternative to .
(Biology/Chemistry/Physics) practical 1hour 20%

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

Throughout the IGCSE Triple Science course students will be assessed at the end of each
unit in the form of an end of unit assessment made up of past exam questions.

Students will also be assessed on their ability to inquire, through practical investigations
and research activities. This allows students to develop skills needed for further studies in
IB science subjects.

Teachers will use a variety of teaching and learning techniques to ensure that students
can not only acquire scientific knowledge but most importantly apply their knowledge to
a variety of contexts.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

Practical skills
Inquiring and researching
Application of knowledge to problem solving

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Link to Cambridge Biology Syllabus
Link to Cambridge Physics Syllabus
Link to Cambridge Chemistry Syllabus

Kognity
Seneca Learning
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https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/595426-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/595430-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/595428-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf
https://kognity.com/
https://app.senecalearning.com/courses

Foundation Subjects Overview

The foundation subjects are likely to build on past experiences and knowledge that students
have gained with regards to understanding how to look after their own health and wellbeing.
In addition, it is within this group of subjects where our commitment and understanding of
the importance of developing students first language. Whether this be through lessons in
school delivered by our talented Vietnamese and Korean teachers, or by the school supporting
individual students with connecting with an online tutor to support them with developing an
alternative first language. Students who have English as their first language will have the
opportunity to take IGCSE Global Perspectives during this time, which provides them with a
strong foundation for the IBDP.

BISC Physical Education- Core Wellbeing

IGCSE Vietnamese BISC Korean IGCSE Global Perspectives First Language- self study

Ways of Learning Global Citizenship




BISC Physical Education

Introduction

Physical Education develops student’'s competence to take part in a range of physical
activities that become central to their lives both in and out of school. A high-quality P.E
curriculum enables students to enjoy and succeed in a range of activities. Therefore, we
have developed a concept curriculum to help our students achieve this goal during their
educational journey and one that encourages a life full of learning and continued
movement. A concept curriculum is an approach to curriculum design that incorporates
“big ideas” that span multiple subject areas or disciplines. Our conceptual approach offers
an alternative to the traditional sport and skills-based approach to PE curriculum design
and delivery. The sport and physical activity therefore become the vehicle through which
the concept is delivered or developed.

Aims

By shifting the focus of the curriculum and the success criteria of each lesson, we are
doing so much more than getting students active, we are delivering meaningful learning
that harnesses the learning potential of physical activity and sport, whilst improving the
experiences within PE for every student.

By understanding the concept curriculum, all students have the opportunity to engage in
relevant and meaningful learning that can then build a stronger connection with our
subject. Thus, better nurturing physical literacy and increasing the chances of lifelong
participation and movement.

Course Overview

Year 10 Year Tl

Exploring Leadership Skills Being Active for Life

- Attitudes and behaviours
- Effective teams
- Self-reflection
- Fulfilling potential
- Sports education performance for
sport lifestyle and fitness

- Health and well-being
- Remaining active
- Engagement post 16 sports education
Performance for sport lifestyle and
fitness




Introduction

The aim of the Wellbeing curriculum is to provide students with a balance of essential life
skills they need to successfully navigate challenges they face now and in their future.
These skills are delivered with particular focus on the student's mind, body and heart. The
Wellbeing curriculum should also provide opportunities for students to recognise and
enhance their own wellbeing by developing their self-awareness, taking responsibility for
their own time management and learning to feel positive about themselves.

Aims

- To understand what ‘Life Skills and Wellbeing’ means to students.

- To provide enrichment opportunities outside of the classroom

- To understand the key skills needed to be successful in school and beyond it

- To experience a broad and balanced curriculum which enables students to develop
as the individual they would like to be.

Course Overview

Topic 1: Strategies for organisation

Topic 2: Health and Wellbeing Topic 1: Health and Wellbeing
Topic 3: Rights, Responsibilities and Values Topic 2: Life Beyond school
Topic 4: Life Beyond school Topic 3: Staying Safe Online and Offline
Topic 5: Self-regulation Topic 4: Relationships, Sex Education

Topic 6: Body confidence, Sex Education

Individual report- Planning and preparation Individual report- Planning and preparation
Team project- Planning and preparation Team project- Planning and preparation

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

There are no formal assessments in Wellbeing lessons. Students are encouraged to
demonstrate their understanding in a variety of ways. Students effective effort will be
assessed and recorded in formal reports.

There are essential life skills which students will learn as they move through the 2 year
course. Whilst the core topics are similar throughout year 10 and year 11 the content and
delivery will be different. Teachers and students are encouraged to be creative both in and
out of the classroom. We encourage student engagement to help lead on specific topic
areas where applicable.




Developing Skills for the Future/Career

Public Speaking

Planning and Organisation
Decision Making

Problem solving

Teamwork and Leadership
Resilience and staying positive
Creativity and Resilience

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/
https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/5-steps-to-mental-health-and-
wellbeing/promoting-wellbeing/
https://www.amazon.com/CONTEXTUAL-WELLBEING-Creating-Positive-Schools-
ebook/dp/B07IBZNQKX/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&gid=&sr=
https://pshe-association.org.uk/



https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/
https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/5-steps-to-mental-health-and-wellbeing/promoting-wellbeing/
https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/5-steps-to-mental-health-and-wellbeing/promoting-wellbeing/
https://www.amazon.com/CONTEXTUAL-WELLBEING-Creating-Positive-Schools-ebook/dp/B07JBZNQKX/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/CONTEXTUAL-WELLBEING-Creating-Positive-Schools-ebook/dp/B07JBZNQKX/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://pshe-association.org.uk/

Introduction
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Aims

In this course, students will learn about the complex about power of words to persuade
and convince. Throughout the and dynamic nature of language and explore both its
practical and aesthetic dimensions. They will explore the crucial role language plays in
communication, reflecting experience and shaping the world. Students will also learn
about their own roles as producers of language and develop their productive skills by
learning course, students will explore the various ways in which language choices, text
types, literary forms and elements all create meaning together.

We aim

e To develop and refine skills in reading interpretation, writing, speaking, and critical
thinking.

e To understand and build up a positive attitude towards the Korean language either
in respect to the national culture or aesthetic appreciation.

e To develop their literary essay writing to include analytic as well as evaluative
interpretations through different genres such as short stories, poetry, plays, etc.

e Todevelop and enrich students’ analytical skills of Korean Literature, so that Korean
students can look forward to learning IBDP Korean A course.

Course Overview
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Summative Assessments

Paper 1 Written (Poem Analysis) 50 min 20%

Written (Guided
Paper 2 Questions) 50 min 20%

Written (Unseen Analysis)

Paper 1 50 min 30%

Individual Oral Oral Presentation 15 min 30%

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

Students will also be assessed on their ability to inquire, through authentic analysis and
research projects. This allows students to develop skills needed for further studies in IB
Korean subjects.

Teachers will use a variety of teaching and learning techniques to ensure that students
can not only acquire literature knowledge but most importantly apply their knowledge to
a variety of contexts in a daily life.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

Students in this class will be able to
Develop intellectual curiosity
Improve critical analysis skills
Improve reading and writing skills
Build communication skKills

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

KS4 Introduction Video Link
https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/1987c11f-d3a6-446a-876e-5773e6ad56f6
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https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/1987c11f-d3a6-446a-876e-5773e6ad56f6
http://www.yes24.com/Product/Goods/97643028

Introduction

Mon Tiéng VIét 3 KS 4 dugc thiét ké cho nhiing hoc sinh ndi thanh thao Tiéng Viét la ngdn
ng me dé. Chuadng trinh danh cho nhiing hoc sinh da dat dén muc dé phat trién nang
luc Nngdn Nngl. Hoc sinh sé dugc yéu cau doc va viét moét loat nhing loai van ban van hoc
va phivan hoc khac nhau cling nhu phat trién cac k¥ nang nghe, néi, doc, viét. Ngoai ra,
hoc sinh cling sé& dudc ti€p can va gidi ma, phan tich cac loai van ban dac trung cua tung
thé loai. Day la chuang trinh khéng chi huéng dén ki thi IGCSE Vietnamese 1a ngdén ngl
thd nhat cia Cambridge sé dudc td chic 1an dau tién vao nam 2025 ma con dat nén tang
quan trong cho khda hoc IB Van hoc va Ngon ngl Tiéng Viét cla hai nam cudi cung bac
trung hoc.

Aims

Muc tiéu cda khoda hoc la cung cap cho sinh vién mét loat cac ki nang trong qua trinh xu
ly mdn van hoc va ngdn ngl Tiéng VIét. Hoc sinh cé thé thuc hién mot loat cac nhiém vu
phuc tap bang cach st dung nhiéu loai van ban phi van hoc cling nhu phi hu cdu. Hoc
sinh cling cé thé sé tao 1ap céc van ban dua trén cic quy udc théng 1é clia ngl canh da
chon, diéu chinh ngdén ngd phu hop véi muc dich va déi tugng hudng dén.

Nh{ng ky nang nay bao gom

+ PDoc thanh thao mot khéi lugng van ban da dang vai su hiéu biét va tran trong gia tri clda
ngén ngd

+ Poc k¥ va st dung kién thuic thu dugc tu viéc doc dé cung cap théng tin va cai thién kha
nang Vviét chinh xac va hiéu qua cuda ban than.

+sU dung tiéng Viét dién dat mot cach chuan muc

+ XU ly thong tin va sdp dat, phat trién cac y tudng phat trién cac k¥ nang danh gia, phan
tich, va suy luan

+ Tiép thu va ap dung von tU vung phong phd, cung vai kién thic va hiéu biét vé thuat
Nngd NngU phap va cac quy udc ngdn ngd.

+ Renfluyenej nhing ky nang can thiét chuan bi cho ki thi IGCSE Vietnamese |a ngén ngU
tha nhat dugc Cambridge t6 chuc vao thang 5, 2025.

Hoc sinh cling sé phat trién ca ky nang ndi va nghe cla ho. Diéu nay sé bao gém viéc
cung cap moét bai thuyét trinh, cling nhu trd I8i cdc cau hoi va tham gia vao cac cudc tro
chuyén. Nhing ky nang nay sé gilp hoc sinh chuyén I1én hoc trinh d6 Tu Tai & IB.

Course Overview

I S R

PHAN | - VAN BAN PHI VAN HOC PHAN VII- VAN BAN PHI VAN HOC

1.Doc kham pha dac diém k¥ thuat cau tric Poc kham pha céc dac diém ky thuat vé cau
va ngdn ngl cac loai van ban Thé thao, Du trdc va ngdén ngl cla cac van ban vé Dgi séng,
lich va Giai tri, Théng tin, Gido duc va Nghé Xa hoéi va Cac maéi quan hé.

nghiép Viét c6 hudng dan: Viét dé thuyét phuc,

+Tim hiéu ndi dung chinh cla céc loai van Van ban Nhat dung

ban khac nhau.

Term 1 + Rén luyén ki nang tém tat cac loai van ban  PHAN VIII- VAN BAN VAN HOC

va nhan dang su lua chon ngdén ngd cla Kham pha van Van xudbi

NguJi viét dé tao ra y nghia cla T6 Hoai, Nam Cao va mot so tiéu thuyét
2. Viét c6 hudng dan Nhat ky, Viét thu, Trinh  dich

bay y kién, + Boc chuyén sau kham pha ndi dung va cac
PHAN II- VAN BAN VAN HOC dac diém k¥ thuat ngén ng(f va cau tric
1.Khdm pha dac diém ky thuat cau tric va + Phat trien k¥ nang phan tich vé nhing lua

ngoén Ngl mot sé van ban ths Nguyén Binh,  chon k¥ thuat clda tac gia
H{u Thinh va tha Chién tranh Bai viét danh gia cudi chu dé



+ Kham pha cau trdc va ngdén ngd

+ Phat trién quan diém ca nhan

2. Viét - Nhan dang, phan tich cac dac diém
ky thuat trong van ban dugc cung cap

Bai viét danh gia cudi chu dé

PHAN | - VAN BAN PHI VAN HOC

1.Doc kham pha dac diém k¥ thuat cau tric
va ngdn ngl cac loai van ban Thé thao, Du
lich va Giai tri, Théng tin, Gido duc va Nghé
nghiép

+ Tim hiéu néi dung chinh cua céac loai van
ban khac nhau. Rén luyén ky nang tom tat
cac loai van ban va nhan dang su lua chon
ngdn nglU cla Nngudi viét dé tao ra y nghia
2. Viét c6 hudng dan

Term 2 ) 5 . )
PHAN II- VAN BAN VAN HOC
1.Kham pha dac diém ky thuat cau tric va
ngdén Nngl mot sé van ban tha Nguyén Binh,
HOu Thinh
+ Khdm pha cau trdc va ngdén ngd
+ Phat trién quan diém ca nhan
2. Viét - Nhan dang, phan tich cac dac diém
k¥ thuat
Bai viet danh gia cudi chu dé
PHAN V- KHAM PHA VAN BAN KICH/ VAN
XUOI HU CAU
Poc chuyén sdu moét sé van ban kich truyén
théng cla Nguyén Huy Tudng
+ Kham pha ndi dung, phan tich hinh thuc,
cau trdc va ngdn ngl kich
+ Phan tich cau trdc va ngdén ngld van ban
e 7 van xudi hu cau (Nam Cao, Thach Lam,

Yoshimoto)

+ Phan tich nhan vat va cac deé tai

PHAN VI- VAN BAN PHI VAN HOC
+Van ban (Non- Fiction) Phong su va ky
cua V0 Trong Phung va Nguyén Tuan
+Van ban Quang cdo va TV commercial
Bai danh gia cudi chu dé

Summative Assessments

PHAN VIII- VAN BAN VAN HOC

Poc chuyén sau kham pha dac diém ngdn
ng({ va cau tric kich cda Luu Quang VU

+ Phat trién nang luc phan tich cac dac diém
k¥ thuat thé loai

+ Phat trién kha nang trinh bay cac y tudng
trong bai viét ( Cau truc/ sap xép cac y tudng)
PHAN IX -VAN BAN PHI VAN HOC

Poc chuyén sau kham pha cac dac diém ky
thuat thé loai van ban hinh anh (Tranh cham
biém, Truyén tranh va Tiéu thuyét Hinh anh)
Ky nang phan tich cac thé loai van ban dudc
cung cap trong chu dé

Bai viét danh gid cudi chu dé

PHAN X- VAN BAN VAN HOC

Poc chuyén sau kham pha cac dac diém cua
thé loai Truyén ngan va Tiéu thuyét trong mot
s6 van ban cla Flaubert, Truyén ngan cla
Ngyén Huy Thiép,

Phan tich nhan vat, béi canh, cau trdc va su
dung ngdn ngl trong nhiing doan trich van
ban dudc cung cap

Bai viét danh gia cudi chu dé

Tha Written assessment

Truyén & Tiéu thuyét  Exam style question

Van ban phivan hoc Oral

Van ban phi hu cau/

) Written assessment
kich

50 minutes 20%
90 minutes 35%
10-15 minutes 25%
50 minutes 20%



T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

Hoc sinh sé viét va ti€p nhan phan hoi vé moét loat cac bai viét trong sudt khda hoc ma tat
ca nhlng phan hoc dé déu cé trong chuang trinh mon Tiéng Viét IB. Hoc sinh sé trau doi
cac k¥ nang phan tich théng qua cac gid hoc, cac budi thao luan va cac bai ndi dua trén
nguyé&n mau nhan vat. Thong qua mot loat cac thé loai van ban khac nhau, hoc sinh sé
trau doi kién thic va su hiéu biét vé nhiing lua chon ngén ngl dugc st dung dé tao ra
nh{ng sac thai khac biét.

Cac em cling c6 cd hdi dé thuc hanh va phat trién ki nang doc hiéu dé nhan biét cacy
nghia tiém an cla van ban.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

Qua chuang trinh hoc clia KS4, hoc sinh sé phat trién cac k¥ nang viét luan va phan tich
dé san sang cho cudc séng bén ngoai trudng hoc. Kha nang phan tich, sdp xép cacy
tudng, lap ké hoach cho moét bai luan. Ngoai ra, viéc thanh thao ngdn ngd tiéng Viét sé |a
Mot IGi thé tuyét doéi khi hoc sinh ra trudng va lam viéc 3 moi trudng trong nudc hoac
Quoc Té. bay la nhiing gia tri vo gid doi véi cudce séng clia mot sinh vién dia hoc hodc mot
Nnhan vién lam viéc trong moi trudng da ngoén ngd.

Nghién clu van hoc gitp hoc sinh chuan bi cho nhiéu nghé nghiép, bao gém giang day,
bdo chi, luat va tiép thi. Hoc sinh clng sé lam quen v3i mdt loat cac phong céch viét
chuyén nghiép va cac quy udc can thiét cho cac ngl canh khac nhau nay.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Link to Cambridge syllabus



https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/683274-2025-2027-syllabus.pdf

Introduction

Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives provides opportunities for enquiry into, and
reflection on, key global issues from different perspectives: personal, local/national and
global. Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives encourages awareness of global problems
and offers a range of opportunities to explore solutions through cooperation and
collaboration. The programme is not about getting everybody to think identically; rather it
is a matter of opening minds to the complexity of the world and of human thought and
encouraging empathy for the diversity of human experience and feeling. There is a huge
emphasis on the acquisition of skills, namely in the art of debating, forming opinions,
teamwork and reflection, all of which are fundamental for young people. Therefore, IGCSE
Global Perspectives provides a strong foundation for the skills required to be successful on
the IBDP, particularly within the Core courses.

Aims

Students will be:
- Independent and empowered to take their place in an ever-changing, information-

heavy, interconnected world

- Develop an analytical, evaluative grasp of global issues and their causes,
conseguences and possible courses of action

- Enquire into, and reflect on, issues independently and in collaboration with others
from different cultural perspectives

- Work independently as well as part of a team, directing much of their own learning
with the teacher as an active facilitator

- Consider important issues from personal, local and/or national and global
perspectives and understand the links between these, including in the world of
health, conflict, migration, the law, the family and religion

- Critically assess the information and resources available to them and support
judgements with lines of reasoning

- Communicate and empathise with the needs and rights of others.

Course Overview

Term 1: Acquisition of skills through the Term 1
following topics: Individual report- Planning and
Topic 1. Poverty and Inequality preparation
Topic 2: Media and Communication Team project- Planning and preparation
Topic 3: Health and Wellbeing Acquisition of skills
Term 2and 3

Term 2
Skills-based practice
Preparation for written examination

Topic 4: Transport
Topic 5: Values and Beliefs
Topic 6: Migration and Urbanisation
Individual report- Planning and preparation



Summative Assessments

Component1 Written Examination Thour 25 minutes 35%

Component 2 Individual Report 1500-2000 words 30%

Team explanation
300-400 words
Personal reflection
750-1,000 words

Component 3 Team Project 35%

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

You will explore stimulating topics that have global significance- these include looking at
key issues within the fields of health, the natural world and society. You will learn to
collaborate with others from another culture, community or country and understand how
to assess information critically and explore lines of reasoning, looking at a range of sources
and being able to evaluate and justify the validity of these. The course will prepare you to
become a reflective individual with the ability to direct your own learning and develop an
independence of thought.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

IGCSE Global Perspectives emphasises the development and application of skills rather
than the acquisition of knowledge, which is essential in thriving in a changeable future.
You will develop transferable skills that will be useful for further study and to become an
active and responsible citizen of the future.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Link to Cambridge syllabus

https://www.oxfam.org/en

http://ww38.globalgang.org/

https://www.unesco.org/en

https://www.ted.com/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world

https://www.theguardian.com/world
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https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/554581-2022-2024-syllabus.pdf
https://www.oxfam.org/en
http://ww38.globalgang.org/
https://www.unesco.org/en
https://www.ted.com/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world
https://www.theguardian.com/world

Introduction

The Ways of Learning curriculum is a space to equip our students with the self-awareness,
skills, habits and mindset to empower them to make smart learning choices. We want
our students to thrive both in an academic domain and in the wider, global context. In
order to do so they must ensure they are aware of their own learning strengths and
limitations and the strategies they need to adopt in order to be successful.

Aims

Our curriculum is built around the BIS Hanoi Aide Memoire;

Respect- | actively participate, demonstrating that | understand the importance of
active listening. | seek perspectives in and outside the classroom to challenge my
understanding and opinions.

Care- | take care in my learning to produce high quality, unbiased work, which
includes interrogating sources to understand the strengths and limitations within
research and results.

Reflection- | take responsibility for understanding the challenges | face and seek
to find alternative approaches to my learning processes in the future.

Enquiry- | am systematic in building habits for planning, questioning, researching
and developing relevant solutions to problems.

Integrity- | develop well-supported arguments and ideas through organised
notetaking to summarise, cite and list sources of ideas, information and images of
others.

Perseverance- | understand good learning is challenging and use effective tools
to ensure that | stretch myself just beyond by current ability.




Introduction

The curriculum fosters Global Citizenship through cultural awareness, critical thinking,
and empathy. It promotes social responsibility, community engagement, and addressing
global challenges. Communication skills, environmental awareness, and conflict
resolution are developed. Students explore global issues, practice civic engagement, and
understand digital literacy. The curriculum emphasizes peace, human rights, and active

participation. Overall, it equips students to be informed, compassionate, and responsible
global citizens.

Aims

Our curriculum is built around the BIS Hanoi Aide Memoire:

Respect- | recognise other people’s identities, treat them with dignity and
understand it is important for them to make their own choices.

Care- | work with others to make the world a more equitable and sustainable
place.

Reflection- | take responsibility for my actions and seek to challenge my biases.

Enquiry- | am curious of the wider world and actively develop a sense of my role as
a global citizen.

Integrity- | choose to do the right thing and | am committed to justice, fairness
and equity.

Perseverance- | am conscious that | will face challenges as | need to experiment
with different ideas and approaches to develop my role as a citizen.




Option Subjects Overview

We are particularly proud to offer the breadth of curriculum that we are able to at BIS Hanoi.
The range of subjects on offer, particularly through the strong balance of option subjects will
keep future choices open, provide a good overview in terms of knowledge and skill
development, and will help to identify individual strengths for future decisions.

Students are asked to choose three options subjects:

Spanish Design

Computer Science

French

Physical Education Geography

Art History

Music Business

Drama Economics

EAL*

Dance

Please note:

e Students must choose one of the purple subjects (Geography, History, Business,
Economics), but not more than 2 of them.

e Students cannot choose both Business and Economics.

e Studentswill be informed it EAL is one of your options, you will be informed about this in
term 3 of year 10.
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Introduction

Students of Art and Design will study a broad range of media and approaches.

We will begin with teacher led workshops to build confidence and allow students to
discover their own strengths. These will include painting and related media, print making,
three-dimensional design, photography, digital media, graphic communication and
textiles. Following this skill building, students will begin their coursework, and use the
techniques they have acquired to explore themes and produce a personal response to an
area of interest. The final exam unit is a response to an externally set exam title- again,
students will explore a topic using their own chosen media and produce a final piece over
8 hours in exam conditions.

This course is almost entirely assessed on practical artwork and coursework, so is suitable
for students who enjoy project-based learning and can sustain an interest in a theme or
topic over a period of time. Students must have a passion for viewing and learning about
Art in a range of styles and from a range of cultures.

Aims

The aims are to enable students to develop:

- an ability to record from direct observation and personal experience

- an ability to identify and solve problems in visual and/or other forms

- creativity, visual awareness, critical and cultural understanding

- animaginative, creative and personal response

- confidence, enthusiasm and a sense of achievement in the practice of art and
design

- growing independence in the refinement and development of ideas and personal
outcomes

- engagement and experimentation with a range of media, materials and
techniques, including new media and technologies, where appropriate

- aworking vocabulary relevant to the subject and an interest in, and a critical
awareness of, other practitioners, environments and cultures

- investigative, analytical, experimental, interpretative, practical, technical and
expressive skills which aid effective and independent learning

- understanding how to curate a successful exhibition

Course Overview

Skill building unit: Structures Component 1. Coursework project
Component 1: Coursework project Component 2: Internally set assignment

Component 3: Exhibition unit

Summative Assessments

Coursework and final
outcome completed during 30%
lessons.

Coursework 100

Component marks



Coursework completed

Coursework 100 during lessons. o
SRl marks Outcome completed in 8 cie
hours exam.
Students collaboratively
Component 3 Exhibition create and curate an 40%

exhibition.

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

Students will critically analyse the work of others. They will explore work over a wide range
of contexts increasing their historical, social and cultural understanding of the world
around them. They learn independent decision making and problem solving.

Students are assessed regularly throughout the course, using the assessment criterion for
Art and Design. Reports will use the teachers prediction, or ‘working at grade.’

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

Art and Design BISC is a good foundation for IBDP Visual Arts and the IBDP in general.
The course enables students to become reflective practitioners with high critical thinking
ability and the confidence to take risks in their learning. Not simply for students looking
to pursue a career in the creative industry, creative courses encourage students to
thinking divergently and pursue a variety of perspectives which serves them well in any
walk of life.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Student Art Guide- useful tips and examples of IGCSE projects
https://www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-modern
https://frieze.com/editorial

https://whitehotmagazine.com/

https://www.moma.org/



https://www.studentartguide.com/
https://www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-modern
https://frieze.com/editorial
https://whitehotmagazine.com/
https://www.moma.org/

Introduction

Mmanagement etc.

Cambridge Business Studies is a core part of the Cambridge programme and helps to
strengthen the links across subjects. It develops an awareness of the world around us and
promotes critical thinking and independent learning. It develops key skills such as data
skills, presenting arguments, making judgments and conducting research. It provides a
great foundational knowledge for learners planning to study at university level. Business
links well to a range of university courses, such as marketing, banking, finance,

Aims

The aims are to enable students to:

objectives, decisions and activities

- Apply their business knowledge and critical understanding to current & real life
issues and problems in a wide range of business contexts

- Effectively use relevant terminology, concepts and methods, and recognise the
strengths and limitations of the ideas used in business

- Distinguish between facts and opinions, and evaluate qualitative and quantitative
data in order to help build arguments and make justified judgements

- Analyse the perspectives of a range of stakeholders in relation to the business
environment, individuals, society, government and enterprise

- Develop knowledge and understanding of the major groups and organisations
within and outside business, and consider ways in which they are able to influence

- Develop knowledge and understanding of how the main types of businesses are
organised, financed and operated, and how their relations with other organisations,
consumers, employees, owners and society are regulated

- Develop an awareness of the nature and significance of innovation and change
within the context of business activities

Course Overview

Unit 1: Understanding Business Activity
Business activity
Classification of businesses
Enterprise, business growth and size
Types of business organization
Business objectives and stakeholder
objectives

Unit 2: People in Business
2.1 Motivating workers
2.2 Organisation and management
2.3 Recruitment, selection and training of
workers
2.4 Internal and external communication

Unit 4: Operations Management
4.1 Production of goods and services
4.2 Costs, scale of production and break-
even analysis
4.3 Achieving quality production
4.4 Location Decisions

Unit 5: Financial Information and Financial
Decisions
5.1 Business finance: needs and sources
5.2 Cash flow forecasting and working
capital
5.3 Income statements
5.4 Statement of financial position

5.5 Analysis of accounts




Unit 3: Marketing
3.1 Marketing, competition and the customer

3.2 Market research Unit 6: External Influences on Business
3.3 Marketing mix Activity
Product 6.1 Government economic objectives and
Promotion policies
Technology and the marketing mix 6.2 Environmental and ethical issues
Price 6.3 Business and the international economy
Place

3.4 Marketing strategy
Summative Assessments

Short Answer and Data

1Thour 30 minutes 50%
Response

Paper1

Paper 2 Case Study 1 hour 30 minutes 50%

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

Formative teacher assessments are used every lesson to measure students’ current
knowledge and identify their next steps. Through observations, teachers will observe
student participation and assess students’ independence and ability during various
activities. The use of questioning enables teachers to assess a students’ real
understanding of a concept and higher-order questions are used to extend learning and
ensure students’ progress. Written work and completion of activities each day also helps
teachers to identify gaps in students’ learning and find areas to extend further. The
information gathered is used to adapt future learning programmes, develop IBDP skills
and scaffold experiences to allow individuals to improve performance.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

The combination of knowledge and skills in Cambridge IGCSE Business Studies gives
students asolid foundation for further study. Students who achieve grades A* to C are
well prepared to follow a wide range of courses including Cambridge International AS &
A Level Business, and IBDP.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Link to Cambridge Syllabus

www.tutor2u.net/

www.businessed.co.uk

www.dineshbakshi.com/
www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zpsvr82
https://businesscasestudies.co.uk



https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/596930-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf
http://www.tutor2u.net/
http://www.businessed.co.uk/
http://www.dineshbakshi.com/
http://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zpsvr82
https://businesscasestudies.co.uk/

Introduction

The Cambridge IGCSE Computer Science course provides an excellent foundation in
Computer Science, in which BIS learners will develop essential skills in computational
thinking and programming, an appreciation of automated and emerging technologies
and gain confidence in their understanding of how computing devices and services work
“under the hood".

Aims

Throughout KS3, learners have been exposed to coding in Python and this has provided
the necessary building blocks for IGCSE students as they undertake more challenging
coding activities with Python. Perhaps more importantly, learners will develop the logical
thinking and analytical skills required to code in any language but which can also be
applied to any job outside of Computer Science, even those which have yet to be created.

The overall aims of the course here at BIS Hanoi are for learners to develop the following:

- computational thinking skills

- anunderstanding of the main principles of solving problems using computer

- the skills necessary to solve computer-based problems using a high-level
programming language

- anunderstanding of the component parts of computer systems and how they
interrelate

- anunderstanding of the internet as a means of commmunication and its associated
risks

- anunderstanding of the development and use of automated and emerging
technologies.

Course Overview

Unit 1: Data Representation Unit 3: Hardware
Learners will develop mathematical skills in Learners will be able to describe and explain the
binary and hexadecimal. They will understand components of the CPU; they will understand
how text, sound and images can be stored the Von Neumann model and can explain the
digitally, and also how data can be compressed Fetch-Execute Cycle. They will also learn how
for storage or transmission. various input, output, storage and network.
Unit 7: Algorithm Design & Problem-solving Unit 6: Automated and Emerging Technologies
Learners will understand how software is Our learners gain insight into how sensors,
developed (SDLC) and that systems comprise of actuators and processors combine to automate
sub-systems. We will look at standard systems. We will also study Robotics and gain
algorithms and learners will be able to identify understanding of their application through

the purpose of various algorithms. They will also simple activities. Learners will also be exposed to
develop the ability to test code, validate and technology behind Artificial Intelligence systems

verify data to ensure their algorithms achieve and machine learning.
their objective.
Unit 8: Programming (Python) Unit 4: Software

Our students will build on the Python coding Learners will understand how software is divided
skills developed in KS3, to become more adept at into application or system software. They will be
creating efficient algorithms, using conditional  able to explain the need for Operating Systems,
statements, loops, arrays, file handling and as well as differentiate between high- and low-
making use of library routines. level languages.



Unit 2: Data Transmission Unit 9: Databases
Learners will understand how data can be Our learners will develop skills in designing
transmitted in a variety of manners and that it is single table databases and using SQL to amend
broken down into “packets” before transmission.  and query these. In the process, they will learn

They will understand and apply various about Primary and Foreign keys as well as the
techniques for error checking and correction.  various data types commonly used in Databases.
Unit 10: Boolean Logic Unit 5: Internet and its uses
Students will initially learn the properties of Our learners will understand how browsers,
common logic gates, which are used in HTML files and HTTP(S) combine to provide the

integrated circuits (ICs). They will then use this  WWW services we all use in day-to-day life. They
knowledge to design and test circuit diagrams will learn about the risks associated with cyber
for specific purposes. security and how to counter these. They will also
develop an understanding of how
cryptocurrency works, including blockchain
technology.

Summative Assessments

Paper1 Short-answer ahd 1hour 45 minutes 0%

Computer Systems structured questions
Paper 2 Algorithms, e answer ana

. structured questions and .
Programming and . 1 hour 45 minutes 50%

. a scenario- based

Logic .
question

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

Each unit is taught following the sequence outlined above. Various concepts are
introduced, described and explained, using modelling to reinforce this. Students are then
asked to apply the concepts through differentiated practical exercises and worksheets,
with support and scaffolding applied as necessary.

Students receive frequent verbal and written feedback to support the development of
their skills. Comment-only marking is used to encourage students to focus on their skill
development and knowledge rather than simply looking for a grade to compare against
others.

Groupwork and collaboration is part and parcel of most lessons, as learners construct their
through social interaction as well as from teacher-led instruction. We want to encourage
learners to reach their full potential and all lessons are differentiated to support this.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

Problem solving skills are essential for all students, regardless of their eventual career
choice. The computational thinking skills developed through this course are applicable in
all walks of life, including careers which have yet to be created. Learners will be skillful in
decomposing large problems into manageable chunks, in using abstraction to focus on
only necessary detail, to see patterns and create plans (or algorithms) to resolve the
problem.

This course is also an ideal platform from which learners can enter the IB Computer
Science course; in some respects, this course delves even more deeply into computing
topics than the IB course, so learners will be well-prepared for the rigours of the IB course
and in our experience, perform very well indeed.




Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Link to Cambridge syllabus

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z34k7ty

James Waring's YouTube channel

Seneca Learning platform

Khan Academy Comyputer Science resources

Computer Science Guru
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https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/595424-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/595424-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCA-i_mPWka9IgVgqnv1YjeA
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/a91ea2d8-1487-49f1-a3c1-17e86c67462e
https://www.khanacademy.org/computing/computer-science
https://www.computerscience.gcse.guru/

Introduction

Our BISC Dance course is uniquely designed for BIS Hanoi. It uses the most up to date
Dance curriculum models, whilst tailoring skills to build towards IBDP study. Itis a
fantastic certificate for any dance enthusiast who is looking for a creative and physical
supplement to their academic studies. Throughout the course you will learn and improve
dance technique and performance skills. You will also learn how to successfully
choreograph high quality dance work of your own. Finally, you will learn how to critically
interpret and analyse a range of professional dance works in several varying styles.

You do not necessarily need to have had lots of previous dance training, as you will learn
everything needed to be successful throughout your studies. However, enthusiasm for
dance and a willingness to perform are essential. The course is extremely suitable for
students who already attend dance classes outside of school as it will enhance your
experience, knowledge and understanding beyond specific styles. It is a very creative
gualification which will ready students for a diverse range of future career and life
prospects.

Aims

- Perform dance, reflecting choreographic intention through physical, technical and
expressive skills.

- Create dance, including movement material and aural setting, to communicate
choreographic intention.

- Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and
performing skills.

- Critically appreciate own works and professional works, through making analytical,
interpretative, and evaluative judgements.

Course Overview

Unit 1- Introduction to Dance Study
Students will study and explore the
professional dance work 'Emancipation of
Expressionism'. They will gain an
understanding of basic Performance,
Appreciation and Choreographic skills

Unit 2- Choreographic Project 1:

Motif Development

Students will develop creativity through
choreographic exploration of motif
development, stimulus and structure.

Unit 3- World Dance Influences

Student will study and explore the
professional dance works 'Artificial Things'
and 'A Linha Curva'. This will foster an
awareness and understanding of inclusive
and global dance influences in
contemporary dance theatre whilst
developing comparative essay writing skills.

Performance Coursework: Choose and
refine a solo performance piece. Collaborate
and perform in a duo/group performance
piece.

Choreography Coursework: Select,
research, and create a piece of
choreography in response to a 'Global'
stimulus.

Appreciation Coursework: Construct a
comparative report on the constituent
features of two contrasting professional
dance works. Present a reflective summary
of your dance practice throughout the BISC
Dance Course.



Unit 4- Choreographic Project 2: Site
Specific Dance

Student will study the professional dance
work 'Within Her Eyes' and expand their
choreographic and performance experience
to outside of traditional studio and theatre
settings. They will build skills and
understanding of Dance for Camera
including the filming and editing of dance
work. They will also begin their exposure to
BISC set dance phrases.

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

The course is heavily practical, and students will need to wear dance kit to all their lessons.
Students will learn through teacher lead technique and choreography sessions, creative
workshops, video footage, report reading and written analysis. Assessments of their
progress will be made through regular self, peer and teacher feedback using class
discussion, written evaluations and video footage. We use an integrated approach of
Julliard workshops and explicit reference to the Ways of being, thinking and doing in
Dance lessons.

This course is an excellent foundation for IBDP Study in a range of subjects, including
Dance. Students develop the physical, expressive, creative and analytical skills required for

IB, but they also become fluent in the technical language and reflective capacity which is
essential for success on the IB course.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

As a BISC Dance student, the following opportunities will be available to you;
- Performances on stage at school

Performances on stage at local or national events

Become a ‘dance leader’ and run your own club

Trips to see professional dance at local and national theatres

‘Immersive’ workshop day

Summative Assessments

% of Overall

Solo performance

Performance of a set dance phrase, . .
One minute in
(Assessment 1) choreographed by the exam .
. duration
board in a contemporary style.
Duet/trio performance, which 30%
is choreographed in (40 marks)
Performance collaboration with your .
) Three tofive
(Assessment 2) teacher, using some set . - .
minutes in duration
movement from the exam
board.
Written Report
Appreciation Throughout the course
(Assessment 1) students will study 4

professional dance works in




(¢)

Appreciation
(Assessment 2)

Choreography
(Assessment 1)

detail and learn how write
analytical and comparative
essays. This will be assessed in
a final written comparative
report of 2 chosen works.

Reflective Presentation
Students will also learn how to
reflect and analyse their own
performance, choreography
and studio practice and will be
required to keep a reflective
journal. This will be shared in a
final presentation/discussion at
the end of the course.

Solo/group choreography in
response to a stimulus
provided by the exam board.

Additional Opportunities

1000 words

40%
(80 marks)
7 — 8.5 minutes
Solo:
2 - 2.5 minutes 30%
Group: (40 marks)

3-3.5 minutes

As a BISC Dance student, the following opportunities will be available to you:
- Performances on stage at school

Performances on stage at local or national events

Become a ‘dance leader’ and run your own club

Trips to see professional dance at local and national theatres

- ‘Immersive’ workshop days
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Introduction

IGCSE Design and Technology allows students to develop their ability to solve real life
design problems creatively with the innovation of products, systems and environments,
leading to solutions that will enhance and improve the lives of others. Design and
Technology covers a wide range of skills and disciplines including engineering, product
design, graphic design, interior design, illustration, architecture and marketing. The study
of Design and Technology encourages students to use skills and knowledge learnt in
complementary subjects which include Science, Mathematics, Art, Business Studies/
Economics and Geography. Design and Technology supports their understanding of the
world around them, and how they can make a positive impact through innovative design.

Aims

The aims are to enable students to:

- develop creative thinking in areas relevant to design and technology

- apply problem-solving skills to practical and technological problems

- develop the communication skills central to design, realisation and evaluation

- gain knowledge and understanding of design and technology

- develop skills in research and investigation

- design and make products, taking into consideration sustainability and the wider
impact on society

- develop the ability to make aesthetic, economic, ethical and technical value
judgements

Course Overview

Component 2: Design and Make Project
-ldentification of a need or opportunity with
an analysis leading to a design brief
-Generation and exploration of design ideas
-Development of proposed solution
-Planning for production

-Product realisation

-Project Testing and evaluation

-Introduction to formal drawing techniques
as well as specific CAD programes.

-Material properties and selection
-Manufacturing techniques: plastics, metals,
wood

-Design process/cycle, specifications and
design factors

- Ergonomics, requirements of user and
environment

Summative Assessments

Written paper based on

Pejper Jtere materials and 1hour 25%

knowledge manufacturing
Paper 2 ‘ erjcten paper based on G 259
Product design solving design problems

School-based
Component 2 Project  Design and Make Project assessment done 50%
in class time in Y11



T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

Students will be assessed formatively and summative, with a summative assessment
being made on a sustained design project and a written examination. The written exam
will explore student’s knowledge of materials and manufacture and test their ability to
creatively solve design problems. For the coursework students are assessed on four
strands-

Analysis of design opportunities,

Conceptual design

Development and manufacture of design

Testing and evaluation

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

Students will develop a wide range of skills that are transferable into many different
careers and future aspirations. Students learn fundamental design thinking and problem-
solving skills as well as industry level program specific skills.

Future careers related design and technology can range from: structural or mechanical
engineer, architect, web designer, graphic designer, interior designer, civil engineer,
product designer to video game designer.




Introduction

Do you enjoy creating and collaborating with others?
Do you want to build your confidence and have the courage to try something new?

IGCSE Drama provides opportunities for students to develop practical and transferable
skills in performance and presenting, both as an individual and within a group. Students
will learn how to express themselves in a variety of mediums and understand the artistic
choices made by actors, directors, and designers in presenting performances for a live
audience. They will learn the basics of technical theatre production (sound, lighting, and
design) and have the opportunity to apply these skills throughout the course.

Students will also learn about theatrical styles, genres and practitioners and be given the
opportunity to develop their creativity and confidence in developing their own ideas to
create original drama.

Aims

The course aims to develop:
- aninterest in and enjoyment of drama and theatre
- an understanding of the dramatic process of moving from script to performance
- skills in devising original drama
- practical performance skills as individuals and within a group
- anunderstanding of, and engagement with, the role of actor, director and designer
in creating a piece of drama
- anunderstanding of how performers communicate with an audience.

The course also aims to promote and nurture confident, caring, collaborative and
reflective individuals. Throughout each year, students will keep a Digital Drama Process
Journal to document their learning and reflect upon their practice.

Course Overview

Introduction to theatrical conventions and Preparing and performing the Group

practitioners. Scripted Performance (Coursework 2)
Preparing and performing the Group

Devised Performance (Coursework 1) Exploring the pre-release materials and
Preparing and performing the Solo written components for the written
Performance (Coursework 2) examination

Summative Assessments

Component1  Written examination 2 hours 30 minutes 40%

1x 8min recorded
performance
Component 2 Coursework 2x 14 min recorded 60%
performance
Completed in lesson time



T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

This course is an excellent foundation for IB Theatre Studies, not only do students develop
the acting, devising and analysis skills required for IBDP, but also, they become fluent in
the technical language and reflective capacity which is essential for success on the IBDP
course. We use an integrated approach of Juilliard workshops and explicit reference to the
Ways of Being, Thinking and Doing in Drama lessons.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

This course aims to create confident young people, developing practical skills to deliver
dramatic performance for an audience. Drama students become responsible,
accountable collaborators. Throughout the course, they develop shared responsibility
working with others and understand the power of drama to engage, influence and
persuade. Our curriculum is supported by Juilliard workshops and collaboratively
developed with Drama teachers across the region.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)
Link to Cambridge syllabus
https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/



https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/554581-2022-2024-syllabus.pdf
https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/

Introduction

IGCSE Economics develops an awareness of the world around us and promote critical
thinking and independent learning. It develops key skills such as data interpretation and
analysis, using economic information and data to recognise patterns and to deduce
relationships, applying economic analysis to written, numerical, diagrammatic and
graphical data, evaluate economic information and data, and distinguish between
economic analysis and unreasoned statements.

The combination of knowledge and skills in Cambridge IGCSE Economics gives learners a
solid foundation for further study. Cambridge Economics is a core part of the Cambridge
programme and helps to strengthen the links across subjects. It can lead to a range of
university courses such as marketing, banking, finance, management etc.

Aims

The aims are to enable students to:
- Know and understand economic terminology, concepts and theories
- Use economic numeracy and interpret economic data
- Use the tools of economic analysis
- Express economic ideas logically and clearly in a written form
- Apply economic understanding to current and real-life economic issues/scenarios

Course Overview

Unit 1: The basic economic problem Unit 4: Government and the
The nature of the economic problem macroeconomy

The factors of production 4.1 The role of government
Opportunity cost 4.2 The macroeconomic aims of
1.4 Production possibility curve diagrams government

(PPC) 4.3 Fiscal policy

4.4 Monetary policy

4.5 Supply-side policy

4.5 Supply-side policy continuation....
4.6 Economic growth

4.7 Employment and unemployment
4.8 Inflation and deflation

Unit 2: The allocation of resources Unit 5: Economic development

2.1 Microeconomics and macroeconomics 5.1 Living standards

2.2 The role of markets in allocating 5.2 Poverty

resources 5.3 Population

2.3 Demand 2.3 Demand continuation.... 5.4 Differences in economic development
2.4 Supply between countries

2.5 Price determination

2.6 Price changes

2.7 Price elasticity of demand (PED)
2.8 Price elasticity of supply (PES)
2.9 Market economic system

2.10 Market failure

2.11 Mixed economic system



Unit 3: Microeconomic decision makers Unit 6: International trade and

3.1 Money and banking globalisation

3.2 Households 6.1 International specialisation

3.3 Workers 6.2 Globalisation, free trade and protection
3.4 Trade unions 6.3 Foreign exchange rates

3.5 Firms 6.4 Current account of balance of payments

3.6 Firms and production

3.6 Firms and production continuation....
3.7 Firms' costs, revenue and objectives
3.8 Market structure

Summative Assessments

Paper1 Multiple Choice 45 minutes 30%
Paper 2 Structured question 2 hours 15 minutes 70%

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

Formative teacher assessments are used every lesson to measure students’ current
knowledge and identify their next steps. Through observations, teachers will observe
student participation and assess students’ independence and ability during various
activities. The use of questioning enables teachers to assess a students’ real
understanding of a concept and higher-order questions are used to extend learning and
ensure students’ progress. Written work and completion of activities each day also helps
teachers to identify gaps in students’ learning and find areas to extend further. The
information gathered is used to adapt future learning programmes, develop IBDP skills
and scaffold experiences to allow individuals to improve performance.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

The combination of knowledge and skills in Cambridge IGCSE Economics gives students a
solid foundation for further study. Students who achieve grades A* to C are well prepared
to follow a wide range of courses including Cambridge International AS & A Level
Economics, and IBDP.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)
Link to Cambridge Syllabus

www.bankofengland.co.uk

www.bbc.co.uk

Www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
www.focus-economics.com/countries

www.imf.org

Www.s-cool.co.uk/a-leve:/economics

www.tutor2u.net

www.twnside,org.sg
www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainabledevelopment-goals.html
www.worldbank.org

www.wto.org/



https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/596945-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf
http://www.bankofengland.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
http://www.focus-economics.com/countries
http://www.imf.org/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-leve;/economics
http://www.tutor2u.net/
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainabledevelopment-goals.html
http://www.worldbank.org/
http://www.wto.org/

Introduction

IGCSE French is designed for students who are learning French as a second language,
focusing on practical, everyday situations whilst also integrating the culture of the French
speaking world. The course is assessed on the four skills of reading, writing, speaking and
listening.

It is recommended that you have studied French before studying IGCSE, but if you
haven't studied it before and are now interested, please speak to the Head of MFL.

Aims

At BIS Hanoi, we support our students with all four of the skills needed to succeed,
ensuring that learning French is an enjoyable and rewarding experience, with
communication at the heart of our teaching.

The main aims of the course are:

- For students to be able to communicate effectively in French (Level A2/ B1)

- To offer insights into the culture and society of countries and communities where
French is spoken

- To develop awareness of the nature of language and language learning

- To encourage positive attitudes towards speakers of other languages and a
sympathetic approach to other cultures

- For students to enjoy learning another language, which has been proven to aid
memory and provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation

- To form an excellent base for future study, travels or experiences of the French
language.

Course Overview

Self, family and friends

Education
In the home
. Work
Colours, clothes and accessories
. . People and places
Leisure time
Technology

Daily Life
Healthy Living
Holidays and Transport
Where we live

Global Issues
Environment
Customs and Traditions

Throughout these topics, you will study a wide range of grammatical structures, cultural events
and practice all four skills.

Summative Assessments

Assessment Type m % of Overall Grade

Candidates listen to a number of

Paper1- 25%
Listening recordings and answer multiple- 50 minutes 40 marks
choice and matching questions.
Candidates read a number of texts
Paper2 - and answer multiple-choice and 1 hour 25%
Reading matching questions as well as 45 marks

guestions requiring short answers.



Assessment Type m % of Overall Grade

Candidates complete one role play

— O,
Paper.3 and conversations on two topics with 10 minutes 2
Speaking 40 marks
your class teacher.
Candidates complete one form-filling
Paper 4 — task, one directed writing task and one 1 hour 25%
Writing task in the format of an email/letter or 45 marks

article/blog.

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

You will explore stimulating topics and cultural aspects from a range of French speaking
countries and communities, which is a key aspect of the IB French B course. You will
access authentic materials, videos and texts in French, developing skills to be able to
study French B IBDP. You will communicate and collaborate with your classmates,
developing key communication skills in another language. You will be formatively
assessed on all of the required skills in a low-stakes environment, preparing you for both
your IGCSE French exam and for future study of the language.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

Learning a second language paves the way for you to learn many more languages.
You will develop many different skills that will support every aspect of your studies —
languages allow you to focus on your communication and thinking skills, as well as
developing your ability to work both independently and in a group. Businesses and
universities favour applicants who have experience of learning different languages, not
just for the ability to commmunicate in French, but for the wealth of other interpersonal
skills that language learners have.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Link to Cambridge syllabus

Sentence Builders - www.sentencebuilders.com

Vocabulary - www.quizlet.com

QR Code - link to BIS Hanoi French Padlet - lots of films, books, music,
websites to enhance your French learning in your spare time.

Further Opportunities in French

- Trips - visit to a French restaurant in Hanoi.

- External speakers from a wide range of backgrounds.

- Cinema nightsin French.

- Opportunities to cook and try typical French food and play typical French games.
- External competitions.

- Opportunities to attend and/or run CCAs to support younger French learners.
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Introduction

Geography is the most up to date subject there is! By studying IGCSE Geography, you will
develop a wide breadth of knowledge and understanding about the world around you as
well as developing a range of transferable skKills that will support your other IGCSE options
as well as laying the foundation for IBDP Geography.

Studying Geography at IGCSE will allow you to deepen your knowledge of a range of
topics, drawing from physical, human and environmental aspects of the discipline. Some
topics will build upon your KS3 knowledge and skills which will be familiar, whilst also
introducing topics and themes that will be new to you. -The course will give you the
chance to explore some of the big questions and decisions facing our world today and in
the future.

Aims

- To demonstrate a wide range of knowledge and understanding of geographical
themes and processes

- To select, interpret and analyse a range of geographical data

- To use and apply geographical knowledge and understanding to a range of maps,
graphs, diagrams and photographs.

- To apply your knowledge and understanding to make reasoned judgements and
decisions on a range of geographical topics and themes

Course Overview

Paper 1: Section A Paper 1: Section B
Population and Migration Earthquakes and Volcanoes
Urban Settlements and Service Provision Rivers
Urbanisation
Paper 1: Section B Paper 1: Section C
Coasts Development
Weather Environmental Risks of Economic
Climate and Natural Vegetation Development
Paper 1: Section C
Tourism Paper 4: Alternative to Coursework
Food Production and Industry Preparation

Water and Energy

Summative Assessments

Paper 1 Geographical Themes 1hour 45 minutes 45%

Paper 2 Geographical Skills 1hour 30 minutes 27.5%

Paper 4 AEMENYES T 1hour 30 minutes 27.5%
Coursework



T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

Geography is a very practical subject and you will be given opportunities to develop this
both inside and outside of the classroom to put your learnt theory and knowledge into
practice.

You will practice a range of skills including map skills, interpreting photographs, fieldwork
skills, presentations, decision making exercises, report writing and classroom debates as
well as practicing IGCSE style questions regularly in lessons which will help you prepare
for practice formative and summative assessments. As well as your written skills, you will
also practice your numeracy and geographical skills which will be tested explicitly in
Paper 2 but integrated throughout each unit of work as you complete the IGCSE course.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

Geography connects the natural and the human, the local and the global and in doing so,
enables us plan sustainably for the future. Whether your future career lies in the
environmental sector, business, education, the natural or social sciences, the media, in
geospatial industries or in travel, the skills you will learn in Geography will open up a range
of choices for your future work and career.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Link to Cambridge syllabus
Seneca Learning — IGCSE Geography Revision
BBC Bitesize — Geography Revision



https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/636118-2024-syllabus.pdf
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/gcse-geography-revision/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zkw76sg

Introduction

History is the knowledge of and study of the past. History is the story of who we are, where
we come from, and can potentially reveal where we are headed. By studying IGCSE
History you will gain a very clear picture of how the various aspects of society — such as
technology, governmental systems, and even society as a whole — worked in the past so
we understand how it came to work the way it is now.

You will also be developing transferable skills that are useful in so many other subjects,
throughout IBDP, and your future career. Some topics will build upon your KS3
knowledge and skills which will be familiar, whilst also introducing topics and skills that
are new to you. The subject of history can help you develop your skills and transform you
to be a better version of yourself as a citizen, a student, and person overall.

Aims

- Knowledge and understanding of individuals, people and societies in the past

- Knowledge that is rooted in an understanding of the nature and use of historical
evidence

- Anunderstanding of key historical concepts: cause and consequence, change and
continuity, and similarity and difference

- An understanding of international issues in history

- -Historical skills, including investigation, analysis, evaluation and communication
skills

- Asound basis for further study and the pursuit of personal interest

Course Overview

Paper 1: Section A Paper 1: Section A
Was the Treaty of Versailles fair? Who was to blame for the Cold War?
To what extent was the League of Nations a How effectively did the United States
success? contain the spread of communism?
How far was Hitler's foreign policy to blame How secure was the USSR’s control over
for the outbreak of war in Europe 19397 Eastern Europe, 1948-c.1989?

Paper 1: Section B

SRR, 21t &= Paper 2: Document Questions preparation

Paper 4: Alternative to coursework
preparation
Germany 1918-45
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Summative Assessments

Paper]1 Written paper 2 hours 40%
Paper 2 Written paper 1hour 45 minutes 30%
Alternative to
Paper 4 Coursework- Written 1 hour 30%
paper

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

You will practice a range of skills including source analysis, presentations, decision making
exercises, essay writing and classroom debates as well as practicing IGCSE style questions
regularly in lessons which will help you prepare for practice formative and summative
assessments.

You can also refine your writing skills through learning to not just repeat what someone
else said, but to analyze information from multiple sources and come up with your own
conclusions. This will help to ensure you can write analytically and evaluatively, skKills that
will be very important in IB History.

In the study of History you will need to conduct research. This gives you the opportunity to
look at two kinds of sources — primary (written at the time) and secondary sources
(written about a time period, after the fact). This practice can teach you how to decipher
between reliable and unreliable sources. Having this understanding will support you
further in becoming a confident 21 century thinker.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

History is important to study because it is essential for all of us in understanding ourselves
and the world around us. There is a history of every field and topic, from medicine, to
music, to art. The skills that are acquired through learning about History, such as critical
thinking, research, assessing information to name just a few, are all useful skills that are
actively sought by employers. Many employers see these skKills as being an asset to their
employees and will hire those with History degrees in various roles and industries.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Link to Cambridge syllabus
History IGCSE Revision | Seneca (senecalearning.com)
Revise IGCSE History | Brainscape



https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/649636-2024-2026-syllabus.pdf
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Introduction

All music is a reaction to what has come before. It is therefore the best subject to prepare
and inform the leaders and creative minds of the future to act with purpose and intellect
in the face of the challenges and situations that await them in their lives ahead.

Make no mistake: music is an academic subject! However the conventions that define our
academic knowledge and approach to the subject are just the tip of the iceberg.
Developing the skills of critical thinking, analysis, organisation, communication, teamwork
and independence, the study of music is a highly respected gateway to further education
and the professional world beyond. As performers you will learn how to prepare for
moments of pressure and as composers you will learn to look at puzzles and challenges in
different and creative ways. You will also develop your IT skills through the experience of
composition, recording and Music Technology, learning to work with cutting edge
software and a range of hardware to gain real-life hands-on experiences of music
production in the 21 Century.

Aims

The aims of the syllabus are to:

- Enable candidates to acquire and consolidate a range of musical skills, knowledge
and understanding, through the activities of performing, listening, and composing

- Guide candidates to develop a perceptive, sensitive and critical response to the
main historical periods and styles of Western music alongside recognizing and
understanding the music of various non-Western traditions, and thus to form an
appreciation of cultural similarities and differences

- Provide a foundation for the development of an informed appreciation of music

- Provide a foundation for further study in music at IB and beyond

Course Overview

The basics, blues and Jazz: Paper 1: World Music and Composition 2
Listening As students begin their free-choice
Students start their musical journey ‘Composition 2' they explore music from
familiarizing themselves with the core around the world, along with a deep-dive
knowledge of musical theory, musical into one specifically chosen ‘World Focus'
elements, listening skills and culture that varies each year.
Western Art Music Part1 - Composition1 Ensemble Performance and Western Art
Students become familiar with the earliest music Part 2
musical periods explored at IGCSE: the As the Gala Showcase performance nears,
Baroque and Classical Periods, encountering  students finish preparing their ensemble
household names such as Bach, Vivaldi, (group) performances and result their
Mozart and Beethoven and learning to exploration of Western Art Music with the
compose in the style of these periods. Romantic and Contemporary periods.
Set work and Solo Performance
Students pause their musical journey It all comes together!

through time to focus on a ‘set work’ a piece Recording, Composing and Listening skills
of music that is studied in detail, allowing culminate in the completion of four pieces
students to develop their academic of coursework and the final preparations for
approach to music. This is contrasted by the listening exam at the end of Year 11.
lessons in Performing as a soloist.



Summative Assessments

Component1 Listening Thour 15 minutes 40%

Performing —soloand  Coursework —5-10

Component 2 ensemble minutes

30%

Composing —two short  Coursework — 5-10

Component 3 . .
pieces minutes

30%

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

This course is excellent preparation for the creative and practical aspects of IB, and also
ensures students begin their studies at IB with a full knowledge and understanding of
core musical concepts, approaches and conventions.

(Almost) All of your senses will be engaged as we learn through tasting musical texture,
annunciating music expression, seeing harmony and tonality in colour, shaping melody
through movement and using our ears to make lasting connections between music from
cultures and communities around the world and across our recent history.

Students will continuously be held accountable for their progress, and this will be
evaluated continuously through regular performances, coursework check-ins and
feedback sessions, as well listening appraisals, as well as interactive and engaging
challenges

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

21°t Century Skills are developed in-depth and are intrinsic to success in music. The subject
is looked upon favourably by universities as students who have studied music have the
highly valuable skills and qualities that they look for above all in prospective candidates:
commitment, self-motivation, adaptability, technology literacy, confidence and academic
maturity.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)
Link to Cambridge syllabus
https://www.musictheory.net/
https://www.musicca.com/

Music in a hutshell — Helsinki Philharmonic

Musical Instruments — the Philharmonia



https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/635739-2024-syllabus.pdf
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IGCSE Physical Education (0413)

Introduction

The syllabus provides students with an opportunity to study both the practical and the
theoretical aspects of Physical Education. It is also designed to foster enjoyment in
physical activity and movement. The knowledge gained will enable candidates to develop
an understanding of effective and safe physical performance.

Students will study all of the following topics:
- anatomy and physiology
- health, fitness and training
- skill acquisition and psychology
- social, cultural and ethical influences.

Students will also undertake four different physical activities chosen from at least two of
the seven categories. Physical activities make a significant contribution to syllabus aims
and objectives, serving as a source of material to facilitate learning.

Aims

The Cambridge IGCSE Physical Education course encourages learners to develop:
- Knowledge, skills and understanding of a range of relevant physical activities.
- An ability to plan, perform and evaluate physical activities.
- An understanding of effective and safe performance.
- Anunderstanding of the role of sport and physical activity in society and in the
wider world.
- An enjoyment of physical activity

Course Overview

Skeletal and muscular system Simple biomechanics
Respiratory system Health, fitness and wellbeing
Circulatory system Skill acquisition and psychology

Energy supply and effects of exercise on the Social, cultural and ethical influences
body

Summative Assessments

Paper1Theory External exam 1hour 45 minutes 50%

Four chosen sports from
Practical Coursework two of the seven Over the two years 50%
categories



T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

Students' knowledge, skills and understanding come from studying both practical and
theoretical aspects of Physical Education. Successful IGCSE Physical Education students
gain lifelong skills, including: an ability to plan, perform, analyse and improve, and
evaluate physical activities, knowledge, skills and understanding of a range of relevant
physical activities, an understanding of effective and safe performance, an understanding
of the role of sport and physical activity in society and in the wider world, an excellent
foundation for advanced study and an enjoyment of physical activity and movement.

The course is delivered through a variety of teaching and learning approaches both in the
classroom and in the practical lessons. The knowledge and understanding covered in
class is always linked and applied to the practical activities. You will practice a range of
skills throughout your time in IGCSE PE including decision making, data analysis,
observational assessments, discussions and practicing IGCSE style questions regularly
which will help you prepare for practice formative and summative assessments.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

You'll gain many valuable skills from studying Physical Education that will help you in
other IGCSE subjects as well as your future career. Some of the skills that you will develop
include: communication, social skills, leadership skills, analysis and evaluation, physical
fitness and creative thinking. These skills will put you in good stead for careers in sport,
physical education and the health and fitness industry. For example, did you know that
many nutritionists, physical therapists and chiropractors have a degree in PE?

Some careers that you could consider doing with PE include: Sports science, PE teacher,
Physiotherapist, Sports coach/consultant, Sports development at local and national level,
Diet and fitness instructor, Personal trainer to name a few.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Link to Cambridge syllabus
BBC Bitesize for GCSE PE
Cambridge IGCSE PE Past papers
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Introduction

IGCSE Spanish is designed for students who are learning Spanish as a second language,
focusing on practical, everyday situations whilst also integrating the culture of the
Spanish speaking world. The course is assessed on the four skills of reading, writing,
speaking and listening.

It is recommended that you have studied Spanish before studying IGCSE, but if you
haven't studied it before and are now interested, please speak to the Head of MFL.

Aims

At BIS Hanoi, we support our students with all four of the skills needed to succeed,
ensuring that learning Spanish is an enjoyable and rewarding experience, with
communication at the heart of our teaching.

The main aims of the course are:

- For students to be able to communicate effectively in Spanish (Level A2/ B1)

- To offer insights into the culture and society of countries and communities where
Spanish is spoken

- To develop awareness of the nature of language and language learning

- To encourage positive attitudes towards speakers of other languages and a
sympathetic approach to other cultures

- For students to enjoy learning another language, which has been proven to aid
memory and provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation

- To form an excellent base for future study, travels or experiences of the Spanish
language.

Course Overview

Self, family and friends

Education
In the home
. Work
Colours, clothes and accessories
. . People and places
Leisure time Technolo
Daily Life gy

Global Issues
Environment
Customs and Traditions

Healthy Living
Holidays and Transport
Where we live

Throughout these topics, you will study a wide range of grammmatical structures, cultural
events and practice all four skills.




Summative Assessments

% of

Component Assessment Type Overall
Grade

Candidates listen to a number of recordings

(o)
Paper1- Listening and answer multiple-choice and matching 50 minutes 2V
. 40 marks
questions.
Candidates read a number of texts and
. answer multiple-choice and matching 25%
Paper 2 — Reading . ) . 1 hour
guestions as well as questions requiring short 45 marks
answers.
Candidates complete one role play and
. . . . . 25%
Paper 3 - Speaking conversations on two topics with your class 10 minutes
40 marks
teacher.
Candidates complete one form-filling task, 559
Paper 4 — Writing  one directed writing task and one task in the 1 hour 45 maorks

format of an email/letter or article/blog.

T&L Approaches/Formative Assessments/Developing IB skills

You will explore stimulating topics and cultural aspects from a range of Spanish speaking
countries and communities, which is a key aspect of the IB Spanish B course.

You will access authentic materials, videos and texts in Spanish, developing skills to be
able to study Spanish B at IBDP. You will communicate and collaborate with your
classmates, developing key communication skills in another language. You will be
formatively assessed on all of the required skills in a low-stakes environment, preparing
you for both your IGCSE Spanish exam and for future study of the language.

Developing Skills for the Future/Career

Learning a second language paves the way for you to learn many more languages.
You will develop many different skills that will support every aspect of your studies —
languages allow you to focus on your communication and thinking skills, as well as
developing your ability to work both independently and in a group. Businesses and
universities favour applicants who have experience of learning different languages, not
just for the ability to communicate in Spanish, but for the wealth of other interpersonal
skills that language learners have.

Useful Resources (link to Specification/books/websites)

Link to Cambridge syllabus EI El
Sentence Builders - www.sentencebuilders.com

Vocabulary - www.quizlet.com

QR Code - link to BIS Hanoi Spanish Padlet — lots of films, books, music,

websites to enhance your Spanish learning in your spare time. E.. -

Further Opportunities in Spanish

Trips — visit to a Spanish restaurant in Hanoi.

External speakers from a wide range of backgrounds.

Cinema nights in Spanish.

Opportunities to cook and try typical Spanish food and learn typical Spanish dances.
External competitions.

Opportunities to attend and/or run CCAs to support younger Spanish learners.



https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/556984-2022-2024-syllabus.pdf
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Introduction/Philosophy

The Co-curricular programme is designed to enhance and complement our curriculum.
We are aiming to stream our CCA programme within 3 streams to ensure that students
can participate in more varied activities throughout the year. Our 3 streams we are
focusing on are Creative, Active and Service Activities. Students will have more
opportunities to experience different activities throughout the year. The quality of
activities will be higher and more consistent.

Aims

The programme aims to add challenge for students to own their achievements. The
programme will also assist in developing stronger partner links within the Hanoi Activities
Conference, Nord Anglia group and FOBISIA schools.

Why engaging in CCAs is important?

CCAs are important to fuel student learning and to build important skills, such as social
and leadership skills to enrich and balance a student's academic experience. Students
who engage in different CCAs practice and develop their self-management skills.
Students develop a positive outlook towards school and future study through an increase
in a sense of community at school.

By selecting varied activities, students improve their confidence and self-esteem through
developing proficiency in different areas. Through leadership and independence, CCAs
can help prepare students for their future as they discover more about themselves and
their path in life.

Student Endorsements

‘Personally, I've been part of many CCAs and the ones that stood out to me were
Gardening, Community Arts, and Debate Club. | have found many different hobbies and
even now | want to go back to the gardening club because it was so fun to see what |
planted, grow! Then | got to taste the vegetables that | planted myself!

When | was having many struggles with friendships and fitting in to a new school
environment, CCAs helped me to gain my passion for art again. When | was in my old
school people didn’t really acknowledge my art as much and | thought | was a bad artist,
but at BIS the art teacher gave me a chance in the Community Arts CCA to paint the
walls in the library since she liked my designs (even though it was just a drawing of a cat
and the hat). After that, | found my favorite subject and a lot more friends by hanging
around the art room and spending break times painting the walls.’

‘I love that CCAs are filled with many people who have different backgrounds, so | can
understand a wider perspective. They have built camaraderie, confidence and humbled
me. Furthermore, they have also allowed me to become more skKillful because when | first
joined BIS | was a shy, awkward little kid with few skills, and that kid turned out to
become someone who participated in sports competitions internationally (and won
some sweet gold medals), performed in 3 different productions (2 of them as major
characters) and entered many local volleyball and swimming competitions. These
experiences showed me the importance of respect, courage, perseverance, and
sportsmanship. These traits still carry on, and will strengthen, as the years go by. You
would never know who you truly are if you had not tried to face your deepest fears or
overcome the greatest of challenges. | think in life, we are all on a journey of discovering
and learning but the most important step is always the first one out of your




comfort zone'.
Bac Dung Mai Y12

‘My highlight from MUN has to be the conferences that | have attended. They allow you to
really showcase the skills that you have honed while participating in the CCA, and you get
the opportunity to meet a lot of new people. | have definitely become a more confident
person and better speaker through MUN and it also allows me to learn more about
different global issues. This year, | look forward to helping lead the CCA and attending
more conferences.’

Min Seo (Heidy) Cho Y13
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